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Mark Your Calendars:

Jan 12, 2010 (4-6pm)  - So. Div. Meeting, Providence RI:  Chemistry, Art, & History 
March –  Northern Division Meeting: TBA
May 8, 2010 – Central Division Meeting :  Beyond Benign  100 Research Drive, Wilmington, MA  Speaking on Green Chemistry for a sustainable future.  Will include interesting information and ideas to bring directly back to your classroom.  Check out the web site for more info:  http://www.beyondbenign.org/ 

Aug 9-12, 2010 –  NEACT Summer Conference:  “Tools for Teaching Chemistry”    Fitchburg State College, Fitchburg, MA.
___________________________________________________________________ 

515th Meeting  Tuesday  Jan 12, 2010, 4:00 – 6:00 pm:  
Chemistry, Art, and History   
LaSalle Academy, 612 Academy Avenue,  Science Bldg  Providence, Rhode Island
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Directions:  Take Route 95 to exit 23, Charles St. toward RI 146N.  Take slight right onto Charles St, RI 246N.  Turn left onto Admiral St.  Turn left onto Whipple St.  Turn right onto Douglas Ave., RI 7.  Turn left onto Eaton St., then left onto Academy Ave.  612 Academy Ave. is on the right.  

RSVP: Kathy Siok  kathys5@cox.net  401-885-1608

NEACT Meeting:    Tues  Jan 12, 2010 (4-6pm)  (Note the weekday evening time)

Chemistry, 


  Art, 


and  History
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Tired of introducing the electromagnetic spectrum 
by reciting ROYGBIV?
Wish you could bring more practical applications of chemistry into the classroom while still teaching the basics?  Interested in art and forgeries and some of the chemistry involved in each?  Then this is the division meeting for you!  We will explore the web site : www.webexhibits.org  as we analyze, using X-ray and IR, the changes a painting underwent over time, use scientific reasoning to determine if an ancient map is a forgery, and bring home sample worksheets you can use with your classes from conceptual chemistry through honors on topics of the electromagnetic spectrum, nuclear chemistry, and chromatography.
Add to that- yummy snacks, good conversation, professional development credit and maybe even a BINGO game thrown in to boot.  ALL FOR FREE!!
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Massachusetts: 3 PDP
Connecticut:  .3 CEU


    Rhode Island:  .2 PDC
RSVP: Kathy Siok  kathys5@cox.net  401-885-1608

Note:   If Providence schools are cancelled or released early, this event will be cancelled.    

Letter from the president
Happy Holidays,  You can get good teaching ideas off the web, network through Linked-In and socialize with other teachers during lunch duty.  So what does NEACT give you?  All of it – but better!  Come to our meetings and summer conference and have a chance to meet other enthusiastic chemistry teachers eager to become the best teacher they can be, try hands on experiments and ideas before bringing them back to your classroom, and learn what is new in the field of chemistry and chemistry education in an environment designed specifically for you.  In order to fully benefit from this great organization, you need to attend – this is what NEACT does best: local meetings around New England and a summer conference that will have you eager for the next one.

To get even more out the experience, consider helping plan one of our events.  You can help shape what the program will look like to fit your particular interests and work with fun, interesting, dedicated educators like yourself.  That is what I have enjoyed the most, and I look forward to working with you and seeing you at the meetings!  And don’t forget to bring a friend – this is how most of us started!

Jerusha Vogel

Letter from the Membership Secretary

         * Dues for all members are now due.  The fiscal year is from July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010.   Anyone who has not renewed should have received a mailing from me recently.  Please send in your check and any information changes to me.  If you have questions about your dues, or think you now qualify for emeritus status (retired and been a member of NEACT for 20 years), please contact me.
          * A reminder that we are now sending out the newsletter via email.  If you have an active email account, but received this newsletter by US post, please give me your email.  Sometimes we only send out information via email when it is time sensitive.  It also saves us postage and is more green.  Please contact me (Jerusha Vogel) with your updated email information. (jj@k2sw.com)
            * I would like to remind you that you may sponsor one person.  You do not need to pay, simply have them fill out the membership form on our NEACT web site (www.neact.org) or use the form at the back of this newsletter.  This is particularly good if there is a new or student teacher at your school.


NEACT LIST SERVE:  A Great resource.

Are you a member of the list serve?  Did you used to be, but either changed your mind or changed your email and forgot to update our webmaster?  Come check us out now.   The list serve is the quickest way for us to get information out to our members and we have started using it for that purpose; some NEACT information is going out exclusively on the list serve.  It is also a good resource for general discussion.  In the last month we have had good discussions on lab safety, advertised an upcoming chemistry meeting (Not NEACT) in CT, and got a good list of articles that might be of interest for anyone who wants to get up to date on chemical education research.  Check us out.  If you are not on our list, contact Steve Stepenuck at sstepenuck@ne.rr.com 
NEACT Summer Conference
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	Tools for Teaching Chemistry  


Aug 9-12, 2010 
Fitchburg State College, Fitchburg, MA.
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 This year’s summer conference is already shaping up to be a great opportunity for teachers with presenters on board to show how you can use software, the internet, demonstrations, etc to enhance your teaching.  However, we are still in the early planning stages and NEED your help.  For the past several years, NEACT has been run by a handful of people, many of whom are now retired and moved out of the area.  In order to make this conference successful, we need you.   You can help in small and large ways.  Please look over the list below and let me know how you would be interesting in helping. 
Program – help us find dynamic speakers and workshop presenters


      Registration – help us with the various tasks to help participants


      Hospitality for Speakers – help make our speakers feel at home




Introduce them at sessions

Publicity – help publicize the conference

Socials – help with our evening social events 

Tours – find interesting places for participants to visit during the conference

If you have any suggestions of topics or speakers who would fit with this theme, please let us know (jj@k2sw.com)  and of course:  please COME, bring a friend, and let others in your school or district know about this great conference.

A good time was had by those attending the Western Division meeting in October.
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The Beckley Furnace in northwest  CT; Teachers inspecting a “Salamander” a multi ton pig iron slug; The reduction of iron thermite demonstration.    Photos by Briann Greenfield
NEACT’s October 3rd meeting examined the chemistry and history of iron making by studying the history of a blast furnace that operated from 1832 to 1932.  Ed Kirby, author of Echos of Iron, described the iron making industry and the chemistry used to produce iron through photos, a video, and a tour of the Beckley furnace.  Teachers enjoyed demos on charcoal-making and a spectacular reduction of iron thermite.  Teachers were also provided with a layered curriculum and handouts they could use directly in the classroom.   Thank you Morgan and Brendan!

2010 Timm Award Nominations Needed

Do you know someone who has made “ exceptional contributions to the education of young people in chemistry”.  “Achievements worthy of recognition include (but are not limited to): a) effective motivation of students to continue their study of chemistry; b) development of new and effective instructional techniques; c) assistance of the work of chemistry teachers in general; d) promotion of public recognition of the importance of chemistry.”

Please submit the name of your nominee and a description of why you have selected this person to Kathy Siok by email or post before January 30th, 2010.  Please include an address and email at which the nominee may be reached. 

Kathy Siok, 86 Spring Road, North Kingstown, RI  02852       kathys5@cox.net
NEACT EXECUTIVE BOARD  (2009-2010)
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New England Association of Chemistry Teachers
Website:  http://www.neact.org/ NEACT promotes exemplary teaching of chemistry and holds four division meetings during the school year and an annual summer conference.

New England Association of Chemistry Teachers
MEMBERSHIP AND RENEWAL FORM
July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010*

Name ______________________________________________
	Annual Dues: $25.00                          Checks payable to: NEACT


____New Member      ____Renewal       ____Sponsored (Name of Sponsor__________________)

Home Address_______________________________________________________

City____________________  State_________________ Zip________   

Home phone ______________________

Workplace name_____________________________________________________

Workplace address____________________________________________________

City____________________  State_________________ Zip________   

Work phone____________________

E-mail address _______________________________  (PLEASE MAKE SURE ITS LEGIBLE)

Notices should be sent to   _____ Home      _____Work

Newsletters will be sent via email unless you specifically request to have them sent by US Post.

You may publish my work / home /none information in the NEACT directory (circle one).

Return this form with your check to:

Jerusha Vogel, NEACT Membership Secretary

45 Dirksen Dr

Wilton, CT  06897

Home phone (203) 761-8587

Email  jj@k2sw.com

New England Association of Chemistry Teachers

Ms Jerusha Vogel

Membership Secretary

45 Dirksen Drive

Wilton, CT 06897

Address correction requested

FIRST CLASS MAIL
Upcoming Events
Jan12 :  Southern Division Meeting
(4-6 pm) Chemistry, Art, and History
Cheryl Coolidge, Newsletter Editor (for news items only)

328 Shaker Hill Rd.
Henniker, NH  03242

The Newsletter is published five times during the academic year and is distributed free to NEACT members.
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